56                            COMMERCIAL OILS
A good majority of the importations contain less than
i per cent acids. Not a great deal of this oil has been
handled so far through Seattle.
Rape Oil, Colza Oil
From seeds of rape of which there are several varieties.
Grown in Europe, India, Japan, China.
The seed contains 33 to 45 per cent oil. Expressed
seed makes good cattle food, extracted seed is used as
fertilizer.
Crude oil is dark colored and has a peculiar charac-
teristic smell, sometimes compared to that of " bed-
bugs." It is refined by treatment with sulphuric acid,
or by treatment with fuller's earth. Oil refined by sul-
phuric acid may contain more free fatty acid than
the original oil, free fatty acid being formed in the
refining process. It is necessary very carefully to wash
out the sulphuric acid used, if the oil is to be used for
lubricating purposes.
Rape oil is largely used in lubricants, both the
refined oil and as blown oil.1 Its high viscosity and
slight tendency to become rancid fit it especially for
this purpose. It should be an expressed oil to be used
for lubricant. An extracted oil would have a low Hash-
point due to the small amount of solvent left in the oil.
Rape oil is exceeded in viscosity by only a few oils as
castor, olive, etc., outside of the drying oils which, of
course, would not be suitable for lubricants.
It is used as an edible oil in Europe and India, as a.
wool oil, burning oil, for soft soap, steel quenchinr
purposes and rubber substitute.